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Obituary


Church Mice Neston Methodist Church Report 


Our Church Mice Toddler Group has been 
running for 1 year now & Church members 
have taken over leadership. We run from 
9.30-11am every Thursday morning during 
Term time. Cost £1 per family. The first half 
hour is spent in the Church with singing & 
music, searching for knitted mice, listening 
to a short Bible story & doing a related craft 
activity before closing with prayer. We then 
go to the Teapot room to have refreshments 
followed by playtime with the toys.  Numbers 
continue to fluctuate despite advertising again around Neston on About My 
Area & local Primary Schools. Please keep us in your prayers. Many thanks 
to all who help with the setting up, leadership & clearing away. Visitors 
are always welcome to come & join us & see what we are doing.  Margaret 
Heibel.


Christian Aid
Christian Aid week is 8-15th May. We are looking for door to door collectors 
and also Sainsbury and Gordale collectors. Dates for these two events to be 
advised. They are usually Thursday at Gordale and Saturday at Sainsbury’s.
Contact Cathy & Ray Renfrey @ Little Neston or Margaret Heibel  @
Neston. 11


Nancy Carruthers: During the weekend of 6th/7th March I 
was told that Nancy had died peacefully in Hartford Hey Res-
idential home. Nancy was a lovely lady who died after a long 
illness. She will be missed by all at Neston Methodist Church 
and indeed in the Neston area. Nancy’s funeral service will be 
held some time after Easter, we will keep you informed. Philip 
Brickell.








I also have 2 new 
recruits to the Neston 
Fairtrade Town Steer-
ing Group. One is a 
former RS teacher 
who has taught about 
the ethics of Fairtrade 
& the other works 
for The Real Easter 
Egg company & was 
delighted to see that 
we were promoting the 
only Christian Easter 
Egg!  More members 
from Churches wel-
come as at present we 


only have 3 denominations represented & sadly no men. Fairtrade is sec-
ular but Traidcraft is a Christian charity needing our support! Sainsbury’s 
highlighted their Fairtrade goods & put up a display & Aldi highlighted 
6 Fairtrade items for sale in their weekly magazine & this includes a new 
Fairtrade cotton T shirt at £3.99. Some of the local schools & W.I.groups 
have also taken part. More information on About My Area.
Thank you to everyone who is supporting Fairtrade. Margaret Hei-
bel


Fairtrade display at Neston Methodist Church Welcome Cafe
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   On Friday 29th 
January 2016, two 
dozen people braved 
strong winds and 
rain, in Parkgate 
Road, Neston, for the 
unveiling and dedica-
tion of the new plaque 
commemorating the 
visit by John Wesley 
on 1 April 1762.
   Edward Hilditch, 
Chairman of Burton 
and Neston History 
Society, quoted from 
John Wesley’s jour-
nal. Parkgate was a 
passenger port for Ireland and he travelled this route a number of times. He 
recorded in his journal for the 1st April 1762. ‘I rode to Parkgate and found 
several ships, but the wind was contrary. I preached at five in the small house 
they have just built; and the hearers were remarkably serious. I gave notice 
of preaching at five in the morning. But at half-hour after four one brought 
us word that the wind was come fair, and Captain Jordan would sail in less 
than an hour. We were soon in the ship, wherein we found about three score 
passengers. The sun shone bright, the wind was moderate, the sea smooth, 
and we wanted nothing but room to stir ourselves; the cabin being filled with 
hops, so that we could not get into it but by climbing over them on our hands 
and knees.’ This Methodist Chapel remained in use until 1860 when it was 
bought by Mr Macfie, a Presbyterian. When a new Presbyterian Church was 
built in 1884, now the United Reformed Church, the old building was no lon-
ger used and was demolished some years later.
   The Mayor of Neston, Mike Shipman, recalled that thirty years ago, the old 
plaque had been vandalised, and Susan Chambers, then Secretary of Neston 
Civic Society, had arranged for its reinstatement. The wall on which it was 
mounted was taken down in 2015 in order to build Belvedere Park, and 
Steve Quicke of Neston Civic Society designed a new slate plaque. This was 
paid for from a bequest to Neston Civic Society from Ruby Holloway. 
Methodist Minister, Reverend Marcus Torchon, led prayers to dedicate the 
plaque.
   He and the Mayor then performed the unveiling, and the assembled group 
sang verses from John Wesley’s famous hymn Love Divine. 
Rob Ward, Chairman of Neston Civic Society, thanked Tom Macbryde and 
Caryl Russell from Macbryde Homes for installing the new plaque.
Among those present were Rev Gilbert Braithwaite, a keen student of the 
history of John Wesley, and  Rev Hilary Bell from the nearby Parkgate and 
Neston United Reformed Church. The idea for the ceremony came from 
local Methodist John Crowther. Picture courtesy of Robert Thrift. 7








Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Bible Society and others have 
produced a booklet on the Queen’s 
Faith Journey during her life. It is 
attractively produced with a number 
of illustrations. Neston & District 
Churches Together will be buying 
some to give to local schools and 
youth groups.


If you would like a copy they 
cost £1.40 and if you could let Ed 
Hilditch have your order (by Easter 
please), this can be added to the bulk 
order. There will be a copy for you 
to see in church (Little Neston). The Bible Society suggests that you buy one 
for yourself and also give one to a friend, who you think might be interested.


Friday June 10th Neston Methodist Church Welcome Cafe 9.30-12.30 
celebrating the Queen’s 90th Birthday. All welcome.


Saturday 11th June NDCT event on Neston Town Square celebrating 
Queen’s Faith & 90th birthday (More details to come).


Sunday 12th June Little Neston Methodist Joint service for all members of 
Group 5 Churches to celebrate Queen’s Faith & 90th birthday.


Thanks to everyone who contributed to this newsletter. I hope to produce 
the monthly notice sheet for April on the 3rd. Peter
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Wirral Circuit
Fayre Play an evening of folk & dance music at 


Prenton Methodist Church. Monday 11th April 7.30 
p.m. tickets £5. See poster in hall.








Talk on Neston Collieries
Talk on Neston Collieries by local historian, Edward Hilditch.
Edward Hilditch is giving a talk on’ Neston Collieries’, to the retired 
teachers’ group of which I am Social Secretary, on Thursday, April 21st 
in Little Neston Methodist Church Hall at 10.30am. Coffee/tea will be 
served and, for those who wish, lunch afterwards will be booked at ‘The 
Royal Oak’ , across the road. There is no charge for the talk, but dona-
tions will be invited for the church.
Everyone from our circuit churches is very welcome to attend; many will 
already know Ed. If you wish to attend and will be staying for lunch, 
please phone (0151 336 7700) or email me at annekitchener@google-
mail.com.


Rachel Deigh
At our last steward’s meeting at Little Neston we were pleased to welcome 
Rachel who is the District Mission and Evangelism Facilitator. She told us 
she did not like the words in her job title but they give an idea of what she 
does. Her role is to work alongside churches to help them develop their out-
reach. Rachel said she does not go along to churches to tell them what to do 
but rather to work along side them to help them develop their mission.
Rachel will be leading our morning worship on April 17th.[ This is a change 
to the plan. ] We all will have the opportunity to meet her and we are arrang-
ing for her to come again in July.
The stewards were very impressed with what she said and we look forward 
to developing a discussion with her on how our church moves forward in the 
future. Rachel was ordained in 2000 and has worked in a number of circuits 
in different parts of the country. She lives at Freckleton near Preston.


Baptism
Neston Methodist Church We give thanks 
for the baptism of Seren Anne, daughter of 
Dylan & Caroline on the 17th January it was 
good to see a full church with friends and 
relatives of the family augmenting the usual 
congregation.
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Oh Teach Me
Oh, teach me what it meaneth -
That cross uplifted high,
With one - the Man of Sorrows -
Condemned to bleed and die!
Oh teach me what it cost thee
To make a sinner whole;
And teach me, Saviour teach me
The value of a soul!


Oh, teach me what it meaneth -
That sacred crimson tide -
The blood and water flowing
from thine own wounded side.
Teach me that if none other
Had sinned but I alone,
Yet still, thy blood, Lord Jesus,
Thine only, must atone.


Oh teach me what it meaneth -
Thy love beyond compare,
The love that reacheth deeper
Than depths of self-despair!
Yea, teach me, till there gloweth
In this cold heart of mine
Some feeble, pale reflection
Of that pure love of thine.


Oh teach me what it meaneth-
For I am full of sin;
And grace alone can reach me,
And love alone can win.
Oh, teach me, for I need Thee -
I have no hope beside, -
The chief of all the sinners
For whom the Saviour died!


Oh infinite redeemer!
I bring no other plea,
Because Thou dost invite me
I cast myself on Thee.
Because thou dost accept me
I love and I adore;
Because Thy love constraineth.
I’ll praise Thee evermore!
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FAIRTRADE 
We have just come to the end of Fairtrade Fortnight which this year high-
lighted the way consumers can help fight poverty through Fairtrade. 500 
million small scale farmers produce 80% of the world’s food but many 
struggle to feed their own families & 400 million are undernourished! 
All 11 NDCT Churches are Fairtrade & I distributed Church Action Packs 
to all the Fairtrade reps. I am pleased to report that 8 of our 11 Churches 
have participated by holding a Fairtrade ‘Breakfast’ event after morning 
service on either 6th or 13th March. This was just serving a Fairtrade 
drink & Fair-
trade biscuit. 
Some have also 
made a post-
er display to 
highlight the 
plight of farmers 
& workers who 
earn so little 
that they cannot 
afford to buy 
enough food for 
their own fami-
lies & some held 
Traidcraft stalls 
& sold the Real Easter Egg which is the only Christian Easter Egg & is 
also Fairtrade.  Neston Parish also held a Fairtrade ‘Breakfast’ event at 
their Thursday Drop In & are, under Alan Dawson’s prompting, serving 
Fairtrade filter coffee! Neston Methodist Welcome Cafe also had a dis-
play, And Albert & Traidcraft stalls & also tried Fairtrade filter coffee. 
The NDCT supported by holding a Fairtrade Prayer Breakfast in advance 
of the Fortnight. All these events were publicised around the Churches 
through the Fairtrade reps & also put online. 


The main event was held at Neston Town Hall in conjunction with the 
launch of the monthly Arts at Neston Town Hall together with the usual 
Farmers & Food Makers Market. Over 200 people attended including our 
MP Justin Madders & Neston Town Mayor Mike Shipman & some of the 
town councillors. Photos are on About My Area.
Free Fairtrade refreshments & samples were available plus poster dis-
plays, And Albert, Traidcraft & The Real Easter Egg stalls. Also leaflets 
were available highlighting the difference we as consumers can make by 
shopping ethically. I was delighted by the support of the public who pur-
chased about £200 worth of Fairtrade goods. 3








General Notices
Welcome Cafe will be closed: Good Friday, 25th March 2016, and Friday
15th April 2016. This is in the 2nd week of the Spring Break holiday (which 
runs from 4th - 15th April), so likely to be a quiet week with many custom-
ers away. We will be open between these 2 dates, on Fri 1st April, and Fri 
8th April as normal. Please let as many people know as possible. There will 
be poster notices closer to the time.  


Monday 21st March 12.30 Lent Lunch at Neston Methodist Church.


Table Top Sale at Little Sutton Methodist Saturday 16th April 10.00 a.m.- 
12.30 p.m. Poster in hall.


Friday 8th April from 
7.15 p.m. at Trinity Meth-
odist Church, Ellesmere 
Port. ‘Celebrating At-
tractive Faith’ with the 
President of the Method-
ist Conference Reverend 
Steve Wild. See poster in 
hall for more details.
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Lord Jesus
in those days of wonder after Easter,
you called Mary and Peter by their names,
and they recognised you;
and we too are drawn near to hear our names,
spoken in love
and to know you again.


You broke bread with your followers
on the road to Emmaus,
and in the blessing, they recognised you;
and we too come to share your blessing
and your broken life,
and to know you again.


You spoke peace to your disciples,
showed them the marks on your hands,
sent them out to bear witness to your risen life;
and we too come seeking peace,
seeking to bear witness
and to be sent out renewed.


Come among us now,
that we may recognise you
in each other,
and together know your healing and hope.
Thanks to Jean Hutcheon.


Prayer From the Middle East
O Lord Jesus
Stretch forth your wounded hands in blessing 
over your people.
To heal and to restore, to draw them to your-
self and to one another in love.       Amen
Thanks to Jean Hutcheon.








Little Neston Methodist Finances
      In December we held a successful coffee morning which raised £312.75. 
We made collections over the Christmas period and sent £99 in lieu of 
Christmas cards to ‘The Ark’. We collected after morning services and on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas morning for ‘Action for Children’ and sent 
them £200. We also sent toys to Charles Thompson Mission at Christmas 
and made a donation of £50 to them in the New Year.
    The offerings for the last three months were: December - £1020.60 (4 
weeks), January - £1287 (5 weeks) and February - £1064 (4 weeks).
   In the next few weeks we will need to spend some money replastering part 
of the church wall and on the lighting in the church. We are also considering 
whether we need a data projector for use in church. Please will you prayer-
fully consider how we raise funds for this work. Gill Hilditch (treasurer). 


Neston and  District Christian Aid Walk 2016
   On 12th March 39 people and 
several dogs walked from the 
United Reformed Church to Gay-
ton and back. From Little Neston, 
walkers included Sam Moth-
ersdale, Jean Turner, Eileen and 
Rob Ward, Linda Worrall, and 
Peter Wright. As well as people 
from most of the local churches, 
we were pleased to be joined by 
several non-churchgoers who 
had seen the walk advertised in the press. The weather was good, though the 
path was muddy in places after months of rain. At Gayton, Margaret Heibel 
and Cheryl Ellis served Fairtrade drinks and snacks, to celebrate Fairtrade 
Fortnight. Back at the URC, walkers enjoyed home-made soup and bread, 
and a good chat. 
   The Christian Aid walk has been held every year for several decades, and 
raises a good amount of money for Christian Aid, which helps the poorest 
people in the world. Thanks to organisers, walkers, and sponsors. Rob Ward
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Welcome to Easter Services @ Little Neston Methodist 
Palm Sunday 20th March 
10.30 a.m. Mr Stephen Cooper.
6.30 p.m. Friendship Service at Neston 
Methodist. Rev Marcus Torchon.


Maundy Thursday 24th March
7.30 p.m. Rev Marcus Torchon.


Good Friday 25th March
3.00 p.m. at Willaston Methodist Church.


Easter Day 27th March 
8.30 a.m. Easter Communion led by Reverend Marcus Torchon. Easter 
Breakfast.
10.30 a.m. - Rev Christine Jones.
6.30pm Easter Songs of Praise Heswall Methodist Church.
Joint Service for all members of Group 5 Churches


Sunday 3rd April 
 10.30 a.m. Rev John Barnett


Welcome to Easter Services @ Neston Methodist
Palm Sunday 20th March 
10.45 a.m. Rev Marcus Torchon.
6.30 p.m. Friendship Service at Neston Methodist. Rev Marcus Torchon.


Maundy Thursday 24th March
7.30 p.m. Rev Marcus Torchon.
At Little Neston.


Good Friday 25th March
3.00 p.m. at Willaston Methodist Church.


Easter Day 27th March 
 8.30 a.m. Easter Communion led by Reverend Marcus Torchon. At Little 
Neston.
10.45 a.m. Mr Ian Jackson.
6.30pm Easter Songs of Praise Heswall Methodist Church.
Joint Service for all members of Group 5 Churches


Sunday 3rd April 
10.45 a.m. Rev. Marcus Torchon Holy Communion.                                          








Easter Newsletter
Minister:                                                                Reverend Marcus Torchon
                                                                                        Telephone. 334 1772
                                                                      e.mail: thetorchison@yahoo.com


Editor:                                                                            Peter Wright
                                                                                        23, Furrocks Lane,
                                                                                        Ness.
                                                                                        Telephone 336 1942
                                                                 e.mail: peter@wright1.eclipse.co.uk


Easter Message
Dearly beloved
At the cross and in the resurrection of Christ we experience the love of 
God in all its qualities and fullness, in that, ‘...while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us’ (Roman 5.8). Christ’s resurrection from the dead seals 
the gift of our salvation. Certainly, in that love, we are saved and safe; we 
are given the assurance of heaven and the gift of the Holy Spirit. With joy, 
then, we go on living and witnessing for the Lord until He comes. In that 
love we prayerfully sing ‘Christ has died, Christ is risen and Christ will 
come again!’
There is nothing on earth and in heaven that is so trustworthy than such 
love. In all the circumstances of life, in sickness and in health, in our 
doubt and fear, in our falling and rising, in our living and dying, it is very 
reassuring to experience the love in Christ in various ways. No one loves 
us like Jesus!
Such love is so unconditional and far-reaching that it constrains us to 
build bridges of acceptance and belonging among us. Through us love 
provides for those living in the streets, in tented villages and in humiliat-
ing conditions.  It surrounds us with known friends, families and strangers 
who have become friends and families. It comforts, sustains and forgives 
us. Love accepts us all just as we are and is transforming us just like He 
is. Alleluia for the love of God!
As Easter people may we continue to dwell in that love, a love we are 
called to live and share with the risen Christ by our side.
Join us at worship, as together we contemplate the love of God.
Happy Easter!
Marcus 1





