
 

2014

Little Neston & Neston
Methodist Churches

Easter Newsletter



Easter
Newsletter 

 
Minister:                                                        Reverend Marcus Torchon
                                                                                           Tel. 334 1772
Editor:                                                           Peter Wright
                                                                              23 Furrocks Lane
                                                                                     Ness
                                                                                           Neston
                                                                                                CH64 4EH

Dearly Beloved,                                                                                                               
 There is no pain, suffering or sadness which we experience today that is 
alien to our Lord, Jesus Christ, because at the Cross He suffered and died 
our death (Isaiah 53:3-6,  Matthew 26:36-56). That means in our suffer-
ing, His healing presence attends to us. Indeed, He is attending to the 
grieving families of the passengers of the missing flight MH370. Cur-
rently, He is also holding your hand.  
 
Likewise, Christ’s resurrection assures us that we can have joy in his 
presence on our life’s journey.  He is not only the source of our joyful life 
but He sustains it, for He shares in our victories, celebrations and jubila-
tions. That means the power of His resurrection conquers pain, suffering, 
sadness and death and releases joy, peace and security into our life.
 
Be patient! Look! Joy is within your grasp as Christ stands beside you in 
His risen power (1 Corinthians 15:54-58). So, rejoice and be glad!
Come and celebrate his death and resurrection with us.
 

Happy Easter in Christ!
 Marcus - Minister                                                                                1
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Bible + Easter term

We ran a short 4 week course before Lent.
Its aim was to enable people to access their Bibles.
The 4 sessions were:
Week 1: The Bible, facts, figures and a Timeline through history
Week 2: Different sorts of books
Week 3: Jesus through the Bible
Week 4: You and your Bible

It was great to see, not only members of Little Neston Methodist 
Church but also several visitors from other backgrounds in our com-
munity.  We had good fellowship and lively discussions.  We still have 
a few copies of the timeline and notes for each session so if you would 
like them just ask Len or Mark.
Look out for the next Bible + course!



Banners

When Ed approached me with the question “Could you tell me how 
you came to be making banners?” I really had to think about it.
I have always had an interest in painting and various crafts and over 
the years have been fortunate enough to work with some excellent 
tutors. Eventually I managed to acquire various skills all of which I 
enjoyed putting to use.
When I first came to this area I attended Neston Methodist Church. 
There I met Harriet Spence who persuaded me to join the Towns-
women’s Guild. I soon found myself - don’t quite know how - running 
the Arts & Crafts Group (for the next 10 years). We had some very 
talented members and among our various activities we produced the 
‘Parkgate Parade’ panel and the framed ‘Ladies’ walk’ panel both of 
which now hang in the library. This was the first time I had ever at-
tempted anything larger.
Then I moved to Little Neston at the time when Deacon John was with 
us. After he sadly lost his wife he asked me if I could make a banner in 
her memory. It was a first. I said I would try and it still hangs in Neston 
Methodist Church. Having completed this I thought I must make 
something for Little Neston, so that was number 2.
Soon after this, Joyce Lythgoe invited us to visit her previous church in 
Liverpool. There they had a banner-making group who had produced 
some lovely work. When I saw what could be done, I suppose it set me 
off – and my stash of fabrics & threads came in very useful.
I do think a visual image can reinforce what we know of incidents in 
the Bible, and of course stained glass windows, frescoes and illus-
trations have a long history in the Church (until Henry VIII thought 
otherwise).
Making the banners has been something I really enjoyed doing, and 
hopefully the church has got some pleasure from them too.

Doreen Sharpe.
Doreen  did teacher training in arts and crafts at Southlands College in 
Wimbledon. The college was evacuated during the war to Weston Su-
per Mare to the Methodist Guest house called Highbury. She lived and 
worked in a number of places before coming to Neston to be nearer her 
family. She served as a steward at Little Neston for a number of years and 
we thank her for all she has done for the Church. She is now moving to 
Stockport to be closer to where her son lives.                       Ed Hilditch
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Chernobyl Children’s Lifeline

Little Sutton Methodist Church have now hosted a lunch for children from 
Chernobyl affected by the nuclear disaster in April 1986 for the last 12 
years. Can we make it even better for these children? Last year we raised 
over £1535 and sent the children home with bags of stationery along with 
other presents. In times of recession we understand that maybe people can-
not give as much as usual or donate every year, but every little helps.

This year there will be 19 children, 8 girls and 11 boys aged 8-10, from the 
Stalin area around Belarus along with two leaders Luda and Veranika. For 
most people in Belarusian society the standard of living is very low by our 
standards. Even for those in ‘professional’ occupations, salaries are low and 
the cost of many essential, let alone luxury consumer goods is high. The 
cost of flying children to the UK would be beyond the reach of most fami-
lies. In rural areas, unemployment is high and those that do work (mainly 
in agriculture) are at subsistence levels. The winter climate is harsh and 
housing is pretty basic. Conditions generally pronote high levels of alcohol 
and drug dependency and there are many broken homes. Nonetheless the 
Belarusians are proud people and the visiting children may often exag-
gerate what they have or are able to do at home. Above all, whatever their 
family circumstances, all the children are living with unacceptable levels of 
radiation. Many children are patients at the Children’s Cancer Hospital in 
Minsk.

Bringing children to England boosts the children’s immune systems for 
at least two years, helping them to resist or recover from serious illness. 
Belarus received over 70% of the radioactive fallout from the explosion 
and as a result thousands born every year are affected or go on to develop 
thyroid cancer, bone cancer and leukaemia. The children will be visiting 
the Wirral from 31st May to 28th June, and will be having a lunch of vari-
ous sandwiches and crisps, bananas, ice cream and wafers. Bananas are a 
luxury in Chernobyl.



Please can you help again? we still need your cash towards the cost of the 
food or anything we are short of for the stationery packs. Any money left 
over is always donated to the charity towards the cost of the children’s 
visit. Please make cheques payable to Little Sutton Methodist Church or 
cash donations can be given to Jean Armstrong in Little Neston or Philip 
Brickell in Neston.

This year we are asking you to donate the following items:-
Packets of vegetable seeds, well in date; new socks age 8-10; new un-
derwear age 8-10; packets of dried pasta/noodles/soup well in date; 
plasters;tin openers, toothbrushes and toothpaste, packets of paracetamol 
tablets and new shoes or trainers size 1-5.
Please let us have donations by Sunday 19th May. Contact the above for 
more details or Marion Collens 339-6656; Kathy Clarke 339 8140.

Pastoral Visitors Day

There will a Pastoral Visitor’s 
Day at Willaston Methodist 
Church on Saturday 26th April 
for all Pastoral Visitors from 
Little Neston, Neston, Willas-
ton and Bromborough. Anyone 
interested in becoming a Pasto-
ral Visitor is very welcome to 
join us.

The day will be led by Dr Christine Jones and will start at 10.00 a.m. 
Please bring your own lunch - tea/coffee will be provided. 

Jean Hutcheon.
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News from Neston Methodist Church
On Wednesday, 12th 
March, our new 
Bench was installed! 
We thank Neale and 
Ian Didcock who 
donated the bench 
in response to the 
fundraising appeal 
launched in October 
2013. It provides a 
handy resting place 
for elderly and not so 
elderly and makes our 
Church look inviting 
and welcoming...

On Friday, 10th 
January 2014 the 
Hall was packed 
on the opening 
of The Welcome 
Café! The paint-
ing and decorat-
ing in the Hall, 
Kitchen and 
Corridor was 
completed in time 
after the Drop In 
was closed in De-
cember. The name 
change reflects 

our Church’s “All Welcome” approach to everyone who comes to Worship 
at Neston Methodist, and/or as a Community user. If you are in Neston on 
a Friday morning, why not call in for a cup of tea/coffee and cake 
and meet and make friends!   
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Monday 17th 
March – a Lent 
Soup and Roll 
Lunch was held 
in the Tea Pot 
room and en-
joyed by every-
one attending. 
Almost £80 was 
raised for Food-
bank.

On Saturday 15th March the Wildflower Garden seed was sown in the 
various gardens 
on site. This is 
to commemorate 
the centenary of 
WW1. We are very 
grateful for vari-
ous seed mixtures 
which were kindly 
donated by Anne 
Tudor and Joan 
Voce who have 
helped us along 
the way.
Wildflower mixes 
included: “Butter-

fly Garden”, “Bee Attracting Garden”, “Cornfield Annuals Mixed”, “Poppy 
Flanders”, and “Cornfield Flowers: Wildflowers”.  Special dwarf variet-
ies for window boxes and pots “Patio Perfection Annual mix window sill” 
have also been sown.
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As we are a Fairtrade Church, we held a Fairtrade Fortnight stall at The 
Welcome Café on Friday 28th February and 7th March. Many thanks to 
Margaret Heibel and 
Cheryl Ellis for their 
involvement with 
this.
Regular Prayer Ses-
sions have started 
in various forms at 
Neston: Tuesdays at 
3pm (wherever we 
are), Wednesdays 
at 11.15 am in the 
church (led by Rev 
Marcus), and “Fruit 
and Leaves” on the 
Prayer Tree in the porch to encourage community participation.

Regular Prayer Sessions have started in various forms 
at Neston: Tuesdays at 3pm (wherever we are), Wednes-
days at 11.15 am in the church (led by Rev Marcus), and 
“Fruit and Leaves” on the Prayer Tree in the porch to 
encourage community participation.

Prayer for Increased worshippers at Neston Methodist Church:
Father God, we want to give thanks for your son Jesus whom you sent to 
save us from our sins, and re-conciliate us with you.
Help us O Lord, to increase our members at Neston Methodist Church so 
that we can continue to worship you here in our local church, and to spread 
your gospel through Neston and the local community. Amen.
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We are very grate-
ful to Dot Brady who 
continues to provide 
our Church & Com-
munity Centre with 
beautiful arrange-
ments combining 
flowers and craft 

skills to enhance our 
worship.

UP-COMING EVENTS – subject to confirmation
APRIL 2014

Good Friday 18th – Welcome Café closed
Easter Sunday 20th – Communion Service led by Rev Carole Natton

MAY 2014
Likely to be May now – Hip ‘n Harmony fundraiser towards new flooring 
in Hall and Corridors.
Constant Prayer for increased worshippers at Neston Methodist Church
Sunday 11th, 6 pm  – Christian Aid Service, at Neston.

JUNE 2014
Thursday 5th – 200 years of Neston Ladies Day – Afternoon Tea Refresh-
ments for Spectators and Visitors to Neston, in the Hall, 2pm-4pm run in 
conjunction with Tea Pot Ladies and Volunteers. Proceeds to replacement 
carpet in Tea Pot Room.
Sunday 8th - A special service will be held to celebrate 200 years of Neston 
Ladies. Marcus and the Worship Leaders will be arranging this service.
Sunday 22nd – 140 years of Christian Worship on this site, 115 years of 
Methodist Worship, and 15 years as a Church & Community Centre – An-
niversary Service and Lunch to mark this event? 

If you would like to help us with organising or running any of these 
events, then that would be much appreciated.



Reflections

I am 74 years young and have celebrated 53 years married to Marjorie. I 
was recently sent a photo of the school football team of 1950 in Cartmel, 
Lakeland where I lived until 1949. The teacher was obviously no lon-
ger living but I was saddened to realise that at least three of my former 
schoolmates had died (perhaps more). My friend who sent me the photo 
is often telling me that this one or that one of my former mates has gone.
It made me realise how easily we can lose touch with old friends, and 
then it can be too late.

We at Neston have recently laid to rest two of our members, Harold 
Smith was 92 and Sylvia Sadler was I believe 85. Two lovely people 
whom we will miss very much.  Rest in Peace and may God bless both of 
them!.

It is 34 years since I became an Accredited Preacher. Although for the 
last 9 or ten years I have not been going around the circuit, but I did man-
age to  take the occasional service at Neston. I have not taken any service 
now for at least 5 years. Ill health unfortunately comes with the ageing 
process.

Richard Thomas.

Christian Aid Walk 2014
On 15th March, about fifty people set off on the Annual Christian Aid 
Walk. Started by Ken Hulme back in the mists of time, this walk has 
always been well supported by people from Little Neston Methodist 
Church. This time Jean Turner and Peter Wright came with canine help, 
while Linda Worral, Brenda Cunnington, Hazel and Noel Blundell, Sam 
Mothersdale, Eileen and I walked without assistance. Neston Methodist 
was represented by Dave and Trish Carter.
The weather was good. It’s a delightful walk, from the United Reformed 
Church along the Wirral Way, across Heswall Golf Course to Gayton. 
Here Margaret Heibel and Cheryl Ellis provided hot and cold drinks and 
nibbles. We returned via Cottage Lane and the coastal path, to the Old 
Baths at Parkgate, up the footpath to Backwood Hall Bridge, then back 
along the Wirral Way to the URC. Here we had our traditional soup made 
by Lynne Vaughan and Margaret, and bread made by Ray Renfrey and 
myself.
Not all the sponsor money is in yet: in fact if you didn’t sponsor anybody, 
there is still time.
The pictures give a flavour of this pleasant day, which helped to raise 
money for the neediest people in the world.                         Rob Ward 12
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Harold Pearson Smith 1921-2014

Harold was born in Disley in Derbyshire and was an active member of 
Disley Methodist Church. He worked in the printing trade for Buxton 
Press. He also served in the Royal Air Force for many years and was a 
keen walker.

In June 1945 he married his wife Marie and they went to live between 
Stockport and Buxton. They had 2 children, Barbara who lives in Neston 
and Michael in Australia. When Harold’s wife became quite ill they 
moved to Neston 23 years ago. He sadly lost his wife not long after mov-
ing to Neston and so lived on his own.

He was a regular at Neston Methodist Church and took part in most 
things, helping out at Coffee Mornings, Harvest Lunches etc. Harold took 
it upon himself to wah up after any event, and most Fridays found him in 
the kitchen working away after Welcome Cafe. He will be much missed 
as he was loved by all, he was a really cheerful character. Harold died in 
January at Arrowe Park Hospital. The funeral Service was held at Neston 
Methodist on Monday 27th January 2014.                  Richard Thomas

Footnote: I attended Harold’s Memorial Service which was well attended 
as befits such a well loved member. The unusual aspect of the service was 
that it was relayed to Harold’s son Michael and family in Australia who 
took part in the service via Skype courtesy of the wi fi in the Cybercentre.

Peter Wright

Foodbank 

The Foodbank in Neston is now open at Neston Parish Church on Thurs-
days between 10 a.m. and noon ‘If you would like to be one of the Neston 
Foodbank volunteers please call West Cheshire Foodbank on 0151 355 7730 
or make contact via the website http://westcheshire.foodbank.org.uk/ . 
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Tribute to Sylvia May Sadler
13th April 1929 to 16th March 2014

I have always felt at ease and enjoyed talking to Sylvia Sadler ever 
since I moved to Neston and started attending the Methodist Church in 
August 1998. Like my other friends at church her prayer life was a pri-
ority and she kept me up to date with prayers for her family and friends 
for as long as I can remember. The first event I remember was the death 
of her beloved husband Ernie on 22nd December 2002. His funeral was 
on 30th December and the church and surrounding corridor was full 
of family and friends and people from Irlam Royal British Legion. We 
had prayed for Ernie since he was admitted to Hoole Hospital on 14th 
October 2001 and later into Crawfords Walk Nursing Home, Chester. 
Sylvia’s prayers for family and friends were frequent so I can only men-
tion the long term ones here. David her son from 29th Feb 2004 to 18th 
December 2005; Allan Smith, husband of her neice 23rd August 2003 
until he died in Irlam on 22nd November 2003; Jane Swift, wife of her 
nephew from 12th Jan 2014 onwards. On a brighter note there were also 
happy events. On 15th June 2003 (Trinity Sunday) there was the Holy 
Baptism of her grandson Nathan James Hugh Davies son of Graham 
and Elizabeth Davies (Sylvia’s daughter) the Godparents being Stuart 
and Hannah Sadler, Richard and Jackie Fletcher and Stephen Davies. I 
met many of the Christening party and other guests present at Sylvia’s 
Funeral. On 29th May 2011 we celebrated the birth of another grand-
son, Jack. I am sure Sylvia may have mentioned other grandchildren 
that I forgot to write down. Sorry. On 11th August 2013, Paul (Sylvia’s 
son) died in hospital following an operation. Funeral was held in Irlam. 
Quite a shock!

Throughout the time I knew her, Sylvia attended Neston Methodist 
Church as well as other social events in the church hall regularly. On 
Friday afternoons she enjoyed the Pensioners Group and on Tuesday 
and Thursday midday she was good company in the Live at home Lun-
cheon Club in Churchill Court.



Memorial Services

17th December 2013 Dorothy Jardine. Neston.
27th January Harold Pearson Smith Neston Methodist.
22nd January Samuel Harford. Neston.
6th February. Irene Barbara Beamish (sister of Noel Blundell) 
Landican.
19th March Leslie Jolly Little Neston.
27th March Sylvia Sadler. Neston.
We are sorry to report that Sam Mothersdale’s father passed away
on Sunday 6th April 2014.
Please remember the families and friends of all the above in your 

thoughts and prayers.

On Thursday 27th February 2014 I enjoyed an exceptionally long chat 
with Sylvia after lunch and this was the last chat we ever had. She ap-
peared healthy and on good form and she had only been on the prayer list 
for herself during November 2011 and October 2012. A week later, I was 
told Sylvia had been sent to Arrowe Park Hospital following a fall in her 
flat from which she never recovered. I and others from church were glad 
to be able to visit her and even more glad to be well supportd by mem-
bers of her family on every visit.

Her final visit to Neston Methodist Church was a Service of Thanksgiv-
ing for her life, love and friendship on Thursday 27th March 2014 and 
again the church was full to overcrowding. Thank you for the donations 
to Neston Methodist Church which she requested. The final amount 
raised will be in the next weekly news sheet.  Like other people in Neston
I know, Sylvia’s family have shown love and support to her especially 
during her final illness,as well as supporting the Baptism of Nathan in 
June 2003. May other families continue to show the same love and sup-
port.                                                                                Philip H Brickell
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What is this life if, full of care,
             We have no time to stand and stare?
No time to stand beneath the boughs,
              And stare as long as sheep and cows:
No time to see when woods we pass,
              Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass:
No time to see in broad daylight
              Streams full of stars, like skies at night:
No time to turn at beauty’s glance
              And watch her feet, how they can dance:
No time to wait till her mouth can enrich
              That smile her eyes began?
A poor life this if, full of care,
              We have no time to stand and stare. 

     Easter Services
Maundy Thursday 17th April 7.30 p.m. at Little Neston. Communion 
for Maundy Thursday. Joint Service with Neston and Willaston Methodist 
churches. All welcome. There will be special musical items in the service.  
Good Friday 18th April  Neston Methodist Church Welcome Cafe is 
closed Good Friday 18th April, re-opens Friday 25th April.
Easter Sunday 20th April  
8.30 a.m. Easter Communion at Little Neston.
10.30 a.m. Mr Stephen Cooper. Little Neston.
10.45 a.m. Reverend Carole Natton. Holy Communion. Neston.
Sunday 27th April
10.30 a.m. Mr John Crowther. Little Neston.
10.45 a.m. Reverend Marcus Torchon. Neston.
 The Easter Offering Service this year will be at Lower Bebington Meth-
odist Church on Sunday 25th May. Preacher will be Reverend Christine 
M Jones. We are asked to make any cheques payable to ‘South Wirral 
Circuit Women’s Network’.

This Life

Sent out with info from a recent Local Preacher’s meeting. I remember 
reading this many years ago to a businessman. He replied “Good heavens, 
no one would get anything done if we all stood and stared!”
                                                                                    Richard Thomas



Find out what’s happening at Neston Methodist Church - 
take a look at our website.
All the latest news & events
Church services and preaching plans
Bookings, information etc.
http://www.nestonmethodist.org.uk/
Neston Methodist Church is also on Facebook.

Find out what’s happening at Little 
Neston Methodist Church - take a look at our website.
www.littlenestonmethodistchurch.org
We are also on facebook.
The notice sheet for both churches can be found online every week.

Little Neston: The offerings for March were £1284.38 (5 weeks). Many 
thanks to everyone. It is likely that our assessment for 2014/15 will be 
around £18,000 which will be £1,500 per month from September. Thank 
you to all the people who read and acted upon the article in the Christmas 
newsletter. If everyone could manage to increase their giving by a couple 
of pounds a month we will be able to reach our target. Please consider this 
prayerfully.

Little Neston: GENERAL CHURCH MEETING/FAITH LUNCH - The 
General Church Meeting will take place on Sunday 11th May.  Prior to the 
meeting there will be a Faith Lunch.

Mr Mark Thomas has been appointed to preach at Neston Method-
ist Church on Sunday 4th May. At this Service Veronica Frances will be 
presenting Richard Thomas with a 25 years Local Preachers Long Service 
Certificate

Thanks to everyone who contributed to this newsletter, Trish Carter con-
tributed the Neston news, Rob Ward and Noel Blundell contributed photos. 
The banner on the cover was made by Doreen Sharpe see page 3. Peter.
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