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 Our local N&DCT Christian Aid Committee have had another successful 
year.
The Sponsored Walk in March raised £1,871.27.
Lent Lunches raised £230.50
Count Your Blessings raised £347.75
The Christian Aid Week House to House collection, the Service and other 
collections in May raised £9,445.02 (over £1,000 more than last year).
The amazing total raised so far for 2015 in our area is £11,899.54. This is 
already more than last year by £700 and we still have the Christmas collec-
tions to come.
THANK YOU SO MUCH to everyone who has prayed, walked, collected, 
made soup/rolls, donated or fund raised in any way. Our combined efforts re-
ally are making a huge difference! N&DCT and the Christian Aid Committee
appreciate your prayers and generous support.


Prayer for Countries Torn Apart by War
Living Lord, by your power, from shattered lives
and communities, new lives are built, and trans-
formed communities emerge.
We give you thanks for being at the source and in the 
middle of all that has shaped and is still shaping
our lives; for the stories of healing and reconcilia-
tion; for hope and confidence renewed among
individuals, churches and communities.


Lord, help us to share those stories of how you are
still active in our world today.
Help us to be open to your transforming presence,
help us always to remember that, with you as the 
giver and sustainer of our life, we have every reason 
to be joyful and hopeful as we continue to share the 
good news of your love. Amen.


  (Paul Nzacahayo, minister, Vale of Stour Circuit)
Thanks to Margaret Heibel.
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This Autumn our two Open the Book teams have been 
to our local primary schools to tell the stories of how 
Jesus called his disciples, “Jesus’ Special Friends” and 
how Jesus healed the lame man who was let “Down 
through the Roof”.
We have had great fun dressing up in costumes and 
acting out the stories using all sorts of props, sound 


effects and visual materials.
Please keep us in your prayers as we bring the Good News to several hun-
dred children in our area.
At present we have two groups but we are praying about starting a third so 
that we can reach all 6 Primary Schools in our area.
It has been great to welcome Alison Ryalls and Diane Dickson to the team.  
Further volunteers are always welcome!


Bible + has been running series in recent weeks 
based on the York Course “Expecting Christ”.
We have been using this as a way of getting spiri-
tually prepared for Christmas!
The course involved four sessions covering the 
topics:
1.   Expecting Christ in family
2.   Expecting Christ in me
3.   Expecting Christ in prayer
4    Expecting Christ in the end
Look out for the next Bible + course and come 
along!                                              Mark Thomas


Thank you to everyone who contributed to this Newsletter. Blessed Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year to all.  Peter Wright.
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There are lovely refreshments after each of the services – plus Cuban lemon-
ade – delicious! 


Traidcraft
Many thanks to all who have supported the Traidcraft stall this year, espe-
cially those ordering from the catalogue. 
Total amount taken = £363.77.
(Traidcraft is a Christian based trading com-
pany helping the poorest of the poor who 
often cannot meet all the targets to gain the
Fairtrade logo. They are seperate from the
Fairtrade Foundation & are in difficulties due
to 4 consecutive years of trading losses. 
They are asking all churchgoers to support 
their ‘Show you Care’ campaign & buy some 
Traidcraft items from their catalogue.)


Christian Aid Refugees Crisis Appeal. Thank you everyone. We collect-
ed £257 of which £242 was Gift Aided.  Little Neston
With “Churches Together” The total raised was £1557.95 of which £929 
was Gift Aided. Thanks from Cathy, Ray and Margaret.


Foodbank The Foodbank issues an A4 sheet of their current food re-
quests weekly which should appear on the notice boards at Little Neston 
and Neston.
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Our motto is:-
‘Informed prayer,  prayerful action.’
The logo shows people around the 
world praying for each other together.








Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, places to come together for prayer 
in 2016


18th January URC Praise and Fellowship, 8pm, 
  Evening Prayer at St. Mary & St. Helen 5pm
19th January Neston Christian Fellowship 7pm
20th January Burton Parish 7.30pm
	 St.	Winefrides	7.30pm	-	Bible	Study	group	‘Read,	Reflect,	Respond’
21st January Little Neston Methodist 7.30pm
22nd January	Neston	Methodist	10.30am	(shoppers	service)	
23rd January	Saturday	Prayer	Breakfast,	St.	Michaels	8.30am
24th January	Unity	Service	at	Willaston	Methodist	6.30pm


Lent Lunches in 2016, all at 12.30pm


19th  February at St. Mary & St. Helen following “Stations of the Cross” at 
12 noon
24th  February at Little Neston Methodist
2nd March	at	the	United	Reform	Church	
9th  March at Neston Christian Fellowship
16th  March	at	Burton	Vicarage
21st  March	at	Neston	Methodist	(Teapot	Room)
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Funeral Services 
Keith Thompson - Friday 29th May Little Neston Method-
ist.
Margaret Westwood - 15th June West Kirby Methodist.
Margaret Camsey - 13th August Neston Methodist.
Sheila Swift - 2nd September Little Neston Methodist.








The Methodist Churches
in Neston


“How will you recognise him? You will find a 
baby wrapped in a blanket, lying in a manger”


Luke 2 v12 Living Bible


Christmas Newsletter 2015








Christmas Newsletter
Minister:                                                                Reverend Marcus Torchon
                                                                                        Telephone. 334 1772
                                                                      e.mail: thetorchison@yahoo.com


Editor:                                                                            Peter Wright
                                                                                        23, Furrocks Lane,
                                                                                        Ness.
                                                                                        Telephone 336 1942
                                                                 e.mail: peter@wright1.eclipse.co.uk
Christ’s Hospitality
 Each of us have barriers and hurdles we seek to pull down in order to be 
seen, welcomed and accepted, and to belong. However, our barriers or 
boundaries may not be the types that our neighbours from Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan are faced with daily as they run away from wars and religious 
persecutions.
      As we seek to pull down the barriers which prevent us from reaching 
our goals, we are also called, as Christians, to help those whose barriers are 
made of walls and barbwires, conventions and regulations, ethnic pressure 
and cultural differences. This is the Christmas message: ‘I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me’.
     How can we reach out? In the Spirit, we can advocate for the hospitality 
of Christ, pray for it and where possible give it, send donations to neighbours 
in need and embrace every opportunity to make a difference with our hospi-
tality. If you have ever felt unwanted, you begin to enter the world of distress 
of the asylum-seekers and the neighbours in your street corners.
     Let us join Christ who ‘…is breaking down the barriers, he is casting up 
the way’. He calls us to be involved as his troops of angels with the heart-
beats of our love.
     This Christmas, in our struggle to break down our barriers and our neigh-
bours’ barriers, remember that our Lord is no longer in a manger, but by our 
side to welcome, strengthen, inspire and guide.


 Happy Christmas from us at the Neston Methodist Churches. 1








Church Mice Neston


Our Church Mice Toddler Group started with prayer & a desire to have an 
outreach to families. It meets on Thursday mornings 9.30-11am & has been 
running since March. The first half is held in the Church where the children 
enjoy songs & instruments, hunting for the knitted mice & posting them in 
the lovely Mouse House made by Martin Woolfgang. Then they listen to a 
Bible story, have a related craft activity & close with a prayer. Our Family 
worker Emma Sofayo (Pugh) has enthusiastically led us but our helpers are 
now taking it in turns to lead as Emma has been busy with Hope Journeys 
and will be leaving us at Easter to go on maternity leave. We have been 
blessed by her leadership & will miss her but look forward to meeting her 
baby. We then go to the Teapot room to have refreshments followed by play-
time with the toys. On leaving, the children are each given a small chocolate 
mouse. Many thanks to everyone who has prayed for this work, donated toys 
and musical instruments and knitted mice. We started with 3 families & 3 
children which gradually rose to 7 families & 9 children. Numbers fluctuate 
& some children went on to play school & school in September taking a 
knitted mouse as a memento. However we are building up numbers again. 
Many thanks to Trish for her vision & all her hard work setting up the group, 
especially all the paper work. Also to the other helpers, Anne, Diane, Jill, 
Margaret & Marcus plus Nigel & Dave who help set up  & clear away. Visi-
tors are always welcome to come & join us & see what we are doing. Please 
keep us in your prayers.
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Women’s World day of Prayer
Friday, March 4th 2016


Save the date, everyone! 
Please come and be a part of this largest act of worship on the planet. 
In over 170 countries, involving an estimated 3 million people we will be 
praying right round the world for the whole 24 hours on that day. The Of-
fering in our country amounted to £320,000 which was given in grants to a 
number of Christian charities throughout the world.
In 2016 everyone will be using a wonderful service which has been devised 
by the Christian women of Cuba. Yes, really!  
Members of Committee have been given lots of mind boggling facts about 
Cuba for instance:-
Did you know?
In this country which is one of the world’s last remaining communist states, 
they are governed by the National Assembly of People’s Power. Since 1990 
this government has guaranteed religious freedom;  many congregations 
who had survived many years of being marginalised for their beliefs were 
then enabled to practice their faith openly once more. There are over 60 
Christian denominations, most of whom are members of the Council of 
Churches in Cuba.
There are approximately 11,000,000 people living on the Island which is 
about the size of England.
Education is free from nursery right through to specialised, technical and 
university level. There is 99% literacy in Cuba. Children all wear the same 
uniform – red and white for primary children, mustard coloured skirts/trou-
sers and white shirts for secondary pupils. Spanish is the official language, 
English is taught as a second language in all schools. 
 They have 83,698 doctors (1 for every 133 people, and 1 nurse for every 
122 people) and their health service is considered one of the best in the 
world. Cuba has one of the lowest rates of Infant mortality in the world. 
They have universal access to health care at all levels for all citizens without 
distinction.
They are a poor nation who experience shortages of food at times due to the 
embargo since the 1960’s imposed by the USA. (This is about to be lifted, 
as the USA has ceased hostilities with Cuba this year.) Despite this, no-one 
goes hungry as they have a rationing system which ensures food for all.
We are all looking forward to sharing the service and the insights of the 
Christians living in this fascinating country and praying with and for them at 
this point in their history.  
Everyone is most welcome,  men, women , children, families - do join us at 
one of our services:
2.00pm  Little Neston Methodist Church,  Mellock Lane, Little Neston.   
7.30pm  Neston Christian Fellowship, Burton Rd, Little Neston. 








Prayers
God, I give thanks to you for the plenty that I take for granted.
Thank you for the variety of foodstuffs from which I can choose.
Thank you for the abundance of goods
that is on sale in our shops.


Help me to realise how fortunate I am
and to share my good fortune with others.


Lord, help me to make my shopping list a mission field;
may I not begrudge the extra cost of compassionate shopping,
nor the extra pence for Fairtrade items.
Help me to make ethical choices when I shop,
checking the place of origin
and caring about the conditions
in which the producers have worked,
because we are all your children
who share your one world. Amen 
(Wendy Kilworth-Mason, superintendent minister, Whitehaven Circuit)


Prayers taken from Methodist Prayer Handbook


God our creator, forgive us humans;
we do not know what we are doing.
Sometimes we can be so presumptuous,
forgetting that we are all on the earth
for so few years before the end.
We beg you God, in the name of Jesus,
to help this world and especially the Middle 
East.
Put peace into our hearts and heads,
mercy into our daily lives, and love between us.
Make us less selfish, and forgive us. Amen
(William Mater, Byblos, Lebanon)


Thanks to Margaret Heibel for both of the above items. 6








Thomas Guy


Thomas Guy started his working life selling Bibles. Eventually he imported 
better copies from the continent and obtained a charter from Oxford Univer-
sity to print even better copies. Then he made his fortune.


But along the way he supported alms-houses, built hospital wards, and 
founded Guy’s hospital. His will helped many homeless people and included 
funds to release prisoners from debtor’s jails in three counties.


All of which makes one think that Thomas Guy did’nt just sell the Bible - he 
read it too.                      
                                                                                               Jean Hutcheon


Little Neston. There is a new Flower Rota in the porch if you would like 
to give flowers for the Communion Table in memory of a special occa-
sion please add your name to the appropriate date. Thank you. 


Prayer for the Christians of the British Isles
Lord of the journey, on these islands which have
witnessed the footprints of so many pilgrims across 
the generations, we pray that we may be faithful
to your calling to share your love and the good news 
of your kingdom with all we meet along the way.
Help us to travel hopefully and recognise that how 
we travel is just as important as where we end up.
 
Surrounded as we are by the sea in all its awesome 
majesty , help us to remember that you surround us
with your love and fill us with your Spirit wherever
we may be. Amen.


(Richard Hall, Isle of Man District Chair)
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Celebrating 70 years of Christian Aid


Christian Aid was founded 70 years ago by churches in Britain working 
together to assist refugees in Europe following the Second World War. 
In September an ecumenical service of ‘Thanksgiving for 70 years of 
Working for a Fairer World’ was held at Chester Cathedral led by Rev 
Libby Lane, Bishop of Stockport. Members of our N&DCT Christian Aid 
Committee attended and we heard interesting talks about visits to Ethio-
pia & Haiti. The preacher was the Rev. Jacky Embrey Moderator of URC 
Mersey Synod. She spoke on the challenging theme of Jesus’ teaching, 
‘Love your enemies’ and how the prophet Amos condemned Israel’s lead-
ers for exploiting the poor.


Sadly, the need to help those fleeing conflict is as urgent today as it 
ever has been; Christian Aid works around the world raising money 
and awareness in providing short and long term aid. Many thanks for 
your donations to the current Refugee Crisis appeal which is still ongo-
ing.  N&DCT have raised and sent to date £1,354.95.
Christian Aid has so far sent £100,000 to 2 partners working on the 
borders of Europe and to partners working in refugee camps in Lebanon 
and Iraq. We also raised locally £732.00 for the Nepal Earthquake appeal 
which nationally raised nearly £4 million; the DEC appeal also raised 
over £4 million.
Another £208,000 was sent to help those affected by severe floods in 
Asia. Our giving can and does make a difference to help vulnerable peo-
ple whose livelihoods, homes and possessions have been lost.


As well as providing short term emergency aid, Christian Aid is also 
working hard to get a fair deal for developing countries in extreme pov-
erty by campaigning against Tax dodging by rich multinational compa-
nies; tackling Climate Change is another major issue that is on-going and 
funded by your donations.


This year’s Christmas Appeal is ‘Fighting Malaria in Nigeria’. 250,000 
children die of malaria every year in Nigeria so Christian Aid is pro-
viding mosquito nets and education. Our Christmas collections for this 
appeal have been arranged:
Gordale – Bucket collection  - Thursday 17th December.
Sainsbury’s -  Bag Pack       - Saturday 19th December.  As a bonus the 
Government will match every donation made! Helpers, especially at 
Sainsbury’s, are always welcome. Please see your Christian Aid rep if 
you can help.
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 Welcome to Christmas Services @ Little Neston


13th December 
10.30 a.m. Local Arrangement Christmas Family Praise Service - Dona-
tion boxes for Action for Children.
                          
20th December 
10.30 a.m. Veronica Frances.
                      6.30 p.m. Candlelight Carol Service - Rev Malcolm Daley.
Meet on Village Green at 6.15 p.m. for a prayer and 2 carols, before pro-
cessing to church for the Service at 6.30 p.m.


Christmas Eve   
9.30 p.m. Christmas Communion. Rev Marcus 
Torchon.


Christmas Day   
10.30 a.m. Christmas Day Service - Rev. Mar-
cus Torchon.


27th December   1l.00 a.m. Joint Service at Little Neston Methodist.


3rd January 2016 10.30 a.m. Rev Gilbert Braithwaite.


Welcome to Christmas Services @ Neston
13th December 
10.45 a.m. Reverend Vivienne Gasteen. Holy Communion.


20th December    
10.45 a.m. Reverend Marcus Torchon. 


Christmas Eve  
 9.30 p.m. Christmas Communion. At Little Neston.


Christmas Day   10.45 a.m. Christmas Day Service 


27th December    
11.00 a.m. Joint Service at Little Neston.


3rd January 2016  
10.45 a.m. Local Arrangement.








Celebrating the 95th Birthday of the Cheshire Federation of 
Women’s Institutes


Chester Cathedral was packed with ladies celebrating ‘Jam & Jerusalem’, 
the social, practical & religious aspects of the WI which is now 100 years 
old.
The following hymn and poem come from the Cathedral Service booklet


Hymn for the Cheshire Women’s Institutes  


This County, Stretching Far & Wide,
From bustling Pennine town
to Sandstone ridge and Cheshire plain,
The weaving river, country lane,
its beauty is renowned,
Its beauty is renowned.


In gathering here, we celebrate
Our life and heritage
For salt, canal, refinery
For dairy herd and Cheshire cheese
We give God thanks and praise,
We give God thanks and praise.


For friends we’ve cherished through 
the years,
And all that we’ve achieved
In serving others day by day,
We recognise, along the way,
So much that we’ve received,
So much that we’ve received.


Through seeking justice, truth and love
Our values are expressed;
In fellowship and mutual care
The pattern of our God is there
And many have been blessed,
And many have been blessed.


Our future we entrust to God
The source of everything;
The one forever at our side
To calm and strengthen, guard and guide
In all that life may bring,
In all that life may bring.


Text: The Rev’d Canon Chris Humphries former Canon of Chester Cathe-
dral
Music: Repton  Sir Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (1848-1918) from his 
Oratorio Judith 14


  Smile


Smiling is infectious,
You catch it like the flu,
When someone smiled at me today,
I started smiling too.


I walked around the corner
And someone saw my grin
When he smiled, I realised,
I’d passed it on to him.


I thought about the smile
And realised its worth,
A single smile just like mine,
Could travel round the earth.
So, if you feel a smile begin,
Don’t leave it undetected
Let’s start an epidemic quick
And get the world infected!
( Author unknown) 








Sheila Swift  2.11.1935 - 18.8. 2015
The thanksgiving service for the life of Sheila 
was held at Little Neston on September 2nd.
Sheila was born in Upton and she had three 
brothers and she went to Park High School 
for girls. After leaving school she trained as a 
nurse at Clatterbridge Hospital between 1954 
and 1957. She also qualified as a midwife in 
1959 after her training at Mill Road Maternity 
Hospital in Liverpool.She retained a keen in-
terest in medical matters for the rest of her life.                
After she married she was able to go on long 
sea voyages and she visited many different 
places including India and America.
Sheila moved to Little Neston in 1963 at the 
start of school life for Debbie and Fiona. 
Sheila then trained at Ethel Wormald College 
in Liverpool to be a teacher. She taught for twenty years starting at Woodfall 
Lane Infants in 1973 and later at Burton Road, Little Sutton and Blacon.
She took a full part in many aspects of church life at Little Neston, she 
helped run a girls’ club in the 1970’s and later became a steward. She did a 
great deal of work to see that the organ was restored. She and Mike Turner 
repainted the wall behind the organ. Sheila also dealt with an unusual in-
surance claim as the organ restorer reported that a number of valuable brass 
screws had been taken from the church. Methodist insurance remembered 
the claim for many years after. Sheila also was a team leader for the lun-
cheon club and did the shopping and organising on a Tuesday as part of the 
rota.
Sheila was involved in Neston and District Churches together as treasur-
er twelve years ago and she organised the Women’s World Day of Prayer 
services for many years. For all her life Sheila worked very hard and she 
was involved in so many activities including raising funds for Mayfields. 
This aspect of her personality remained to the end as she much preferred to 
be helping the carers and other residents at both Mayfields and Plessington 
Court.
Sheila did a great deal for the Church and locality and many people will 
miss her.                                                                                Ed Hilditch 8








Neston & District Churches Together
The NDCT have had another busy year chaired by the Neston Christian Fel-
lowship & with monthly prayer breakfasts. Churches continue to collect food 
for the Foodbank, have teams involved in the Open the Book outreach taking 
Bible stories into Primary schools and support Christian Aid and Fairtrade.
January Christian Unity Service & AGM  
                         week of Prayer for Christian Unity
  Pulpit exchanges
February Fairtrade Fortnight
March  Women’s World Day of Prayer ser-
                         vices;  women of the Bahamas
  Lent groups & lunches
April  Easter Dawn Service
May  Christian Aid Week
June  Pentecost Services
July  Neston Village Fair Tent featuring 
                        Open the Book Bible characters
                         & Church activity displays & the  
                         Bethania Puppets
September  National Prayer Week
October One World Week Service
December Outreach Carol Singing
  Neston Singers Carol  
                        Service
  Christian Aid bag packing
Sunday 3rd January 2016 is a National 
Day of Prayer. The next Pulpit exchange 
is Sunday 17th January. The next Prayer 
breakfast is Saturday 23rd January at St 
Michaels Church. All welcome for tea/
coffee & toast followed by a time of 
sharing news & prayer. The Christian 
Unity Service is Sunday 24th January, 
6.30pm at Willaston Methodist Church 
followed by the AGM & Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity. 11


Bethania Puppets


Little Neston Hot Dog Stall








FAIRTRADE
All 11 NDCT Churches are Fairtrade  & publicise the benefits of buying 
Fairtrade. Some hold Traidcraft stalls & most participate in Fairtrade Fort-
night. Once again Jean Hutcheon is decorating a Christmas tree for the Little 
Neston Methodist Church display. This time it is highlighting breakfast as 
next year’s Fairtrade Fortnight (29th Feb-13th March) theme is ‘Sit down for 
Breakfast, Stand up for Farmers’. The West Cheshire and Chester Fairtrade 
Steering group are also decorating a tree in the Chester Cathedral display. 
The idea comes from Martin Luther King Jr ‘Before you finish eating break-
fast in the morning, you’ve depended on more than half of the world...we 
aren’t going to have peace on earth until we recognise this basic fact of the 
interrelated structure of all reality.’ It is not fair that many of those who 
produce our food don’t earn enough to feed their families. Although the good 
news is that extreme poverty has been halved, 795 million people are under-
nourished, half of whom live on small farms. Oscar Romero said ‘It is not 
God’s will for some to have everything and others nothing’. How can we and 
our Churches challenge the injustices that cause hunger and food insecurity? 
One way is to buy more Fairtrade products as a Church and as individuals 
and encourage shops to stock more Fairtrade products. The extra money we 
spend will benefit those who work hard to provide us with our tea, coffee, 
sugar, chocolate, bananas etc.
A ‘Neston Fairtrade Town Steering Group’ has recently been set up as the 
second of 5 Goals to achieve Fairtrade Town status. The first Goal achieved 
was for the Town Council to commit to buying only Fairtrade items for 
refreshments for Neston Town Council meetings where these are available. 
Fairtrade is about putting the farmer and the shopper closer together and 
putting people at the heart of trade. Becoming a Fairtrade Town sends a 
powerful message about how a community wants trade to work and directly 
benefits some of the world’s poorest farmers and workers through increasing 
awareness and sales of Fairtrade. The Steering Group are working towards 
achieving the other 3 Goals, which involve more Fairtrade products being 
readily available in local shops & local workplaces; community organisa-
tions using Fairtrade products and awareness raising events across the com-
munity. More members who support the aims of Fairtrade are welcome to
join the group. Please contact the Secretary at c.ellis@gmax.co.uk  More 
information can be found on AboutMyArea CH64           Margaret Heibel
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Tribute to the Late Margaret Camsey
Margaret was a kind lady who served the church as a gifted organist from 
before I moved to Neston in 1998 until a few years ago, when problems 
with her hands made her reluctantly give up. Until then she took very few 
Sundays off. She had to look after her mother until after her 100th birthday 
before her mother returned to her home town of Sunderland, to spend her 
final days in a care home.


Margaret had the gift of selecting the hymn tunes we knew and adapted the 
speed and setting to the message of the hymn. She worked in a quiet, peace-
ful and happy and contented way to provide our church music. When she 
stopped playing she continued to be a friendly member of our congregation 
up to her final illness. Like many good friends who are no longer with us she 
will be sadly missed.                                                            Philip H Brickell
                                                                                            


Keith Thompson
Keith was a character not only 
amongst the Little Neston congre-
gation but to most of Neston. He 
was distinctive pushing his 4 wheel 
walker around town and wearing 
his neck brace which was a result 
of falling off a ladder while pruning 
a tree, typical of Keith’s indepen-
dance some may say stubborness, 
he refused to go to hospital when 
the paramedics were called. He was 
well known in the library and cyber 
centre where he sent his e mails 
mainly to his sister Joy, and also round the charity shops, it was when he 
was in the Animal rescue charity shop telling the assistant his latest cat had 
died that a lady overheard him and offered him a friends cat that she could’nt 
keep because she was moving into rented accommodation, which is how he 
acquired his last companion Vinny, who is now ensconced in Birmingham 
with his sister Joy who had cats herself.
Keith was very keen to take part in worship at Little Neston and asked all 
the stewards to contact him if they wanted a reader. He was proud of being 
a brummie and friendly with the late Bob Blackwell also a brummie, it was 
at university in Birmingham where he met his wife Penny, alas the marriage 
did’nt last and she returned home to live with her parents in Wallasey; he had 
the foresight, being an accountant, to buy Penny out of the house in Sandon 
Crescent where he was very happy. Keith bravely carried on with his life 
despite his many physical problems and we’ll miss him.  Peter Wright. 15








Christmas by John Betjeman
The bells of waiting Advent ring,
The Tortoise stove is lit again
And lamp-oil light across the night
Has caught the streaks of winter rain
In many a stained-glass window sheen
From Crimson Lake to Hookers Green.
                                     The holly in the windy hedge
                                    And round the Manor House the yew
                                     Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge,
                                     The altar, font and arch and pew,
                                     So that the villagers can say
                                    ‘The church looks nice’ on Christmas Day.
Provincial Public Houses blaze,
Corporation tramcars clang,
On lighted tenements I gaze,
Where paper decorations hang,
And bunting in the red Town Hall
Says ‘Merry Christmas to you all’.
                                    And London shops on Christmas Eve
                                    Are strung with silver bells and flowers
                                    As hurrying clerks the City leave
                                    To pigeon-haunted classic towers,
                                    And marbled clouds go scudding by
                                    The many-steepled London sky.
And girls in slacks remember Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum,
And sleepless children’s hearts are glad.
And Christmas-morning bells say ‘Come!’
Even to shining ones who dwell
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel.
                             And is it true,
                                  This most tremendous tale of all,
                                  Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,
                                  A Baby in an ox’s stall ?
                                  The Maker of the stars and sea
                                  Become a Child on earth for me ?
And is it true ? For if it is,
No loving fingers tying strings
Around those tissued fripperies,
The sweet and silly Christmas things,
Bath salts and inexpensive scent
And hideous tie so kindly meant,
                                No love that in a family dwells,
                                No carolling in frosty air,
                                Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
                               Can with this single Truth compare -
                               That God was man in Palestine
                               And lives today in Bread and Wine.


Thanks to Mark Thomas








News in Brief
Congratulations to Frances Williams who recently celebrated her 80th 
birthday.
Volunteers needed for Christmas collection at Gordale Thursday 17th 
December 9am-8pm & for bagpacking at Sainsburys Sat 19th December 
9am-8pm. Please contact your Christian Aid rep if you can help.
Church Christmas cards. The noticeboard in the porch is cleared for 
you to pin a Christmas card on in lieu of sending many cards to your 
church friends. There is an envelope on the board for you to donate the 
money saved (please place on offertory plate). Money raised will go to 
ARK project to help their work with the homeless. Little Neston.
Ralph Price. Ralph died suddenly during the last 2 weeks after returning 
from holiday. He enjoyed the luncheon club at Little Neston Methodist, 
Neston Christian Fellowship and Churchill Court. Funeral details as we 
get them. L.N. & Neston.
Carol Singing Can we remind everybody about this years carol singing. The 
first one is at 10am in the foyer of Sainsbury’s on Saturday 19th December. 
We will need a good turnout of singers to go with the brass players.
The second carol singing is at Bridge Court on Monday 21st December at 
7pm. we will be going to Hinderton Mount for 7-45 and the Hinderton Arms 
at 8-30. Singers are welcome to join in at the later places if they cannot go to 
the earlier ones.


Law and Disorder
A ruthless bank robber asked one of his hostages, “Did you see my face?” 
“Yes” replied the hostage. So the robber shot him dead.
He turned to the next hostage and asked the same question. “No” said the 
man “But my mother-in-law did!”


A police officer stopped a man in the street who looked suspicious. 
“Where were you between four and six?” He asked him. The man replied 
“Primary School.”


The police chief asked a recruit “Have you ever seen a lie detector?”. 
“Better than that” said the recruit, “I married one!”


A man driving through a crime ridden, run down area broke down. He 
lifted the bonnet to see what the fault was when another chap started to 
unscrew the wheel nuts. “What are you doing?” he asked. “If you’re hav-
ing the battery I’m having the wheels” the man replied.


The thief who stole from the blood bank was caught red handed.
                                                  Thanks to Richard Thomas for the above





